
Monthly Meetings -April 

 
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SEAC)  
April 2, 2008 

Hampton Inn, Okemos, Michigan  
10:00 am — 3:00 pm  

  
Minutes 

 
Delegates Present:  Beverly Baroni-Yeglic, Michael Beach, Cindy M. Bush, Frederick Cromie, Julie 
Daggett-Lawrence, Tina Densmore, Judith Dorsch-Backes, Darlene Heard-Thomas, Teri Johnson, 
Maggie Kolk, Kathleen Kosobud, Sheri Kraft, Shari Krishnan, Tom Langdon, Sharon Melko, 
Susan Peters, Susan Steinbacher, Chuck Stockwell, Jan VanGasse, Michael Yocum 
 
Alternates Present:  Michelle Driscoll, Linda Keway, Barbara Stork 
 
Ex-Officio Present:   Valerie Lange, Lori Irish (Sheri Falvay) 
 
MDE Staff Present:  Vince Dean, Meredith Hines, Teresita Long, Ann Omans, Jacquelyn 
Thompson, Pat West  
 
Guests Present:  Beth Alberti, Michael DeJulian, Dick LaPeer, Kirt Osir, Kelly Orginski, Debs 
Roush, Elisabeth Weston, Jeff Williams, Cynthia Wright 
 
SEAC Consultant Present:  Sandi Laham 

  
I. Call to Order  
          The meeting was called to order.  
 
II. Roll Call  
          Roll Call was taken. 
 
III. Introduction of Guests  

Guests were introduced. 

IV. Approval of Proposed April Agenda  - The April agenda was approved. 

V. Approval of March 5, 2008 Minutes – The March 5 minutes were approved. 

VI. Public Comment – NONE 

VII. Chairperson's Report  
A. Report on Selection of 2008-09 Executive Committee  

1. Sheri Kraft, Tina Densmore, Maggie Kolk and Michael Beach were appointed to 
count the ballots.  Election results will be announced later in the meeting. 

2. 2008-09 Executive Committee members will be invited to attend 2007-08 
Executive Committee meetings in May and June 

3. 2008-09 SEAC Meeting Dates were discussed.  It was decided to keep the first          
Wednesday of the month for SEAC meetings. 
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VIII. State Department Reports – Dr. Jacquelyn J. Thompson, Director, Office of Special 
Education/Early Intervention Services (OSE/EIS)  

• Extended School Year (ESY) Policy will go to the board in June.  
• Structure for state IDEA initiatives is called Michigan Integrated Improvement Initiatives 

(MI3).  Working with National Implementation Research Network to assure our 
improvement initiatives are implemented with fidelity to their research bases. 

• Federal Application is posted on the website 60 days prior to submission to the federal 
government.  The Application is a checklist of assurances and a plan for the Federal 
expenditure of federal funds. 

IX.   Reports from Ex-Officio Members 

Lori Irish – Announced a new two-year pilot project from Autism Spectrum Disorder 
workgroup. Screening and intervention birth to age six.  RFP was sent to ISDs, local 
districts, local health boards. Applications are due May 5.  CENMI.org/ASD 

X. Ad Hoc Committee Reports   

a.  SEAC Bylaws and Procedures Committee:  The report is on hold until next month. 

b. SEAC Ad-Hoc Emeeting/Technology Committee:  The Emeeting/Technology 
Committee met at the last meeting.  By the end of today’s meeting they hope to have 
a recommendation to Executive Committee and to the Committee of the Whole by 
next month.  

 
c. SEAC Ad-Hoc Committee on Personal Curriculum:  This Ad-Hoc Committee will have a 

report at the May meeting. 

XI. SEAC Learning:  
a. MI-Access – MI-Access is Michigan’s Alternate Assessment Program for those 

students with disabilities for whom the IEP team has determined that the MEAP 
assessment is not appropriate.  Vince Dean (deanv@michigan.gov), Educational 
Research Consultant from the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability, 
presented information on assessment for students with disabilities. For information 
on MI-Access, go to http://michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_28463---
,00.html .  Powerpoint presentation and Top 10 Questions- Handout were given to 
members. 

b. CIMS Cycle II – Teresita Long, (MDE) Jeff Williams and Elisabeth Weston, 
(Public Sector Consultants), presented information on CIMS Cycle II. For 
background information on the Continuous Improvement and Monitoring 
System, go to http://training.cimsmichigan.org/ 

 
XII. Information Items 1 - None 

XIII. Action Items – None 

 

                                                 
1 Items requiring action by the SEAC are presented first as Information Items and then again as Action Items the 
following month. 
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https://mdoe.state.mi.us/staffdir/emailstaff.asp?who=Vincent+Dean&email=deanv@michigan.gov&return=D
http://michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_28463---,00.html
http://michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_28463---,00.html


XIV. Ad-Hoc/Subcommittee Meetings  
a. Ad-Hoc committees met today to continue their work in preparation for presenting               

recommendations at the May meeting. 
 

XV. Member Announcements  - NONE 

XVI. Future Agenda Considerations  
• Ad Hoc Committee Reports 
• Election of Chair/Vice Chair for 2008-09 
• 2008-09 Meeting Calendar 
 

XVII. Announcement of Election Results - 2008-09 Executive Committee 
 

Cindy Bush 
Thomas Caldwell 
Julie Daggett-Lawrence 
Judith Dorsch-Backes 
Tom Langdon 
Richard Spring 
Jan Van Gasse 

a. Review of process to elect chair and co-chair 

XVIII. Process Check 

XIX. Adjournment at 2:00 p.m. 
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